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To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the undersigned Delegates of the States affixed to our 
Names send greeting. 

Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union  
between the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. 

Article I. The Stile of this Confederacy shall be "The United States of America." 

Article II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every Power, 

Jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this confederation expressly delegated to the United States, 
in Congress assembled. 

Article III. The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each 

other, for their common defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general 
welfare, binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or attacks made upon 
them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretense 
whatever…. 

Article V. …delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislatures of each 

State shall direct… with a power reserved to each State to recall its delegates, or any of them, at 
any time within the year, and to send others in their stead for the remainder of the year. 

No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven members; and no 
person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years…. 

In determining questions in the united States, in Congress assembled, each State shall have one 
vote…. 

Article VI. No State, without the consent of the united States in Congress assembled, shall send 

any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance or 
treaty with any King, Prince or State… nor shall the United States in congress assembled, or any of 
them, grant any title of nobility.... 

No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any State, except such number only, as shall 
be deemed necessary by the united States in congress assembled, for the defense of such State, or its 
trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any State in time of peace, except such number 
only, as in the judgement of the united States, in congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to 
garrison the forts necessary for the defense of such State; but every State shall always keep up a 
well-regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutered, and shall provide and 
constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a due number of filed pieces and tents, and a proper 
quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage. 

No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the united States in congress assembled, 
unless such State be actually invaded by enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a 
resolution being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the danger is so 
imminent as not to admit of a delay till the united States in congress assembled can be consulted…. 
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Article VIII. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common 

defense or general welfare, and allowed by the united States in congress assembled, shall be 
defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several States in proportion to 
the value of all land within each State… 

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and 
direction of the legislatures of the several States… 

Article IX. The united States in congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and 

power of determining on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article — of 
sending and receiving ambassadors — entering into treaties and alliances… appointing courts for 
the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas and establishing courts for receiving and 
determining finally appeals in all cases of captures.... 

The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power of 
regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective 
States — fixing the standards of weights and measures throughout the United States — regulating 
the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the States... — 
establishing or regulating post offices from one State to another, throughout all the United States, 
and exacting such postage on the papers passing through the same as may be requisite to defray the 
expenses of the said office… 

The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the 
recess of Congress, to be denominated 'A Committee of the States', and to consist of one delegate 
from each State; and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be necessary for 
managing the general affairs of the United States under their direction — to appoint one of their 
members to preside, provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of president more 
than one year in any term of three years… 

The united States in congress assembled shall never engage in a war… nor enter into any treaties or 
alliances, nor coin money… nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and 
welfare of the United States… nor borrow money on the credit of the united States, nor 
appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war… nor appoint a commander in 
chief of the army or navy, unless nine States assent to the same.... 

Article XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and adjoining in the measures of the united 

States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this Union; but no other colony 
shall be admitted into the same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine States…. 

Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the determination of the united States in congress 

assembled, on all questions which by this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of 
this confederation shall be inviolably observed by every State, and the Union shall be perpetual; 
nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them; unless such 
alteration be agreed to in a congress of the united States, and be afterwards 
confirmed by the legislatures of every State. 
 

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of the 
legislatures we respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify 
the said articles of confederation and perpetual Union… And that the articles thereof shall be 
inviolably observed by the States we respectively represent, and that the Union shall be 
perpetual. 


