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HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

In 1773, Parliament passed the Tea Act, which allowed the British East India Company to sell its tea directly to 
vendors in Britain’s North American colonies without paying some of the required taxes. This act gave the 
company a de facto monopoly on selling tea in the colonies, enabling the tea to be sold cheaper than the 
market rate. Many colonists, who had been drinking smuggled tea in order to avoid the taxes imposed by the 
Townshend Acts, took offense at yet another attempt by Parliament to manipulate the Atlantic trade. 
 

In December, a group of Boston colonists organized by the Sons of Liberty dressed up as Mohawk Indians 
(both to disguise themselves and to symbolically identify themselves as “Americans” rather than as British 
subjects), boarded three ships and dumped 340 chests of tea into Boston Harbor. In today’s dollars, the 
property damage amounted to about $1.7 million.  This event is remembered as the Boston Tea Party. 1

Parliament responded to the destruction with the Coercive Acts in 1774, which were designed to punish the 
colonists of Massachusetts. Colonists referred to the unpopular Coercive Acts as the Intolerable Acts. 
 

BOSTON PORT 
ACT 

The Boston Port Act closed the Port of Boston until the colonists had paid for the tea. 
Colonists resented this measure because it punished the entire city rather than finding 
those responsible and punishing them. Since the Boston Port was the largest port in 
New England, its closure threatened to destroy the entire region’s economy. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
GOVERNMENT ACT 

The Massachusetts Government Act revoked Massachusetts’ colonial charter and put 
the colony under martial law (military rule). General Thomas Gage, the military 
governor, was given complete control over the colony, whose key officials were no 
longer to be elected. 

QUARTERING 
ACT 

The Quartering Act strengthened the Quartering Act of 1765, which had required 
colonies to provide housing for British troops, by empowering royally governors of 
every colony (not just Massachusetts) to designate buildings as quarters for troops 
without the consent of colonists. 

ADMINISTRATION 
OF JUSTICE ACT 

The Administration of Justice Act authorized royal governors to send British officials 
that had been accused of crimes in the colonies to Britain for trial. Colonists called this 
the “Murder Act,” believing it would enable British officials to get away with crimes 
committed against colonists. 

QUEBEC ACT 
The Quebec Act expanded the borders of the (formerly French) province of Quebec 
and guaranteed the practice of the Catholic religion in that colony. British colonists 
resented the act because it expanded the rights of Quebec’s colonists while restricting 
theirs. It also provoked anti-Catholic resentment among the Protestant population of 
the Thirteen Colonies. 

 
EFFECTS OF THE INTOLERABLE ACTS 
 

The Intolerable Acts united groups of colonists from several colonies to work together to resist British rule. Twelve 
colonies sent delegates to the First Continental Congress, which arranged for a boycott of British goods and 
(unsuccessfully) petitioned the king to revoke the Intolerable Acts. Relations between the British government and the 
Thirteen Colonies would not recover, leading to the Declaration of Independence in 1776. 

1 https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/boston-tea-party-damage  
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