
USHC 5.2 Explain the influence of the Spanish-American War on the emergence of the United States 

as a world power, including the role of yellow journalism in the American declaration of war 
against Spain, United States interests and expansion in the South Pacific, and the debate 
between pro- and anti-imperialists over annexation of the Philippines. 

 
 

The Spanish-American War marked the United States’ emergence as a   

_____________________ _____________________. 
 

Causes 
 

 

  

American sympathy for rebels in  
 

_________________ who were 
fighting against Spain for their 
independence. 

The explosion of the  
 

U.S.S. __________________  

in Havana Harbor. 

________________ 
Journalism 
 

NYC Newspapers published 

sensational headlines in order 

to compete for circulation. 

 
These factors resulted in PUBLIC PRESSURE on the U.S. government to declare war on Spain. 

 

“REMEMBER THE _________________________!!!” 
 

AMERICA WINS and inherits what’s left of Spain’s colonial empire: 
 

In the Pacific In the Caribbean 

1. _________________________ 

2. _________________________ 

1. ___________________ (Annexed) 

2. ___________________ (Controlled) 
 

 
The Supreme Court ruled at the time that the ___________________________ “does not 
follow the flag” and that people in American overseas territories WERE NOT did not have the 
same constitutional rights as people living on the North American continent. 
 
The United States mercilessly crushed a rebellion in the __________________________. 
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